
Pineywoods Fly Fishers
Founded 1988

Chapter of the Southern Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers

Web Site http://home.sprynet.com/~waltermc/

President: Jimmy Lee      V-President: Hugh Bell       Sec/Tres: Bill Heugel

May 2003

SCATTERSHOTS
From the Prez

Spring is in full swing and fishing around East Texas has been very good.  I
have heard a few reports from some of our club members and “if” all the
information is correct some good catches have been made.  There should be
several good reports at the May meeting.  The April meeting was well
attended and our members supplied enough files for three drawings.  Linda
McLendon, Shannon Sherrod, and Jared Satterwhite took flies home.  Walter
McLendon walked away with the door prize.
It is always good to have our club member’s share with us the flies that are actually
working on different waters.  Tom Rees not only described some of the flies that

were working on the bays for redfish, but actually tied his version of the flies.  He explained how the fly worked
and the best times to use each fly.  After Tom finished, Bill Heugel tied a fly he learned to tie at the Spring
Rendezvous.  I have not tried the fly, but it should work well on area lakes for bass.  Thanks to Tom and Bill for
sharing information and flies that are actually working at this time of the year.
Texas Parks and Wildlife has proposed increasing the files for hunting and fishing licenses this year.  They are
also proposing to raise boat registration fees.  Resident fishing licenses would increase from $19.00 to $23.00.
Boat fees would increase by $10.00 for most boats.  As always TP&W will hold public meetings for public input
and comments.  If you would like to attend one of the meetings there will be two in our area.  May 5th at the Smith
County Courthouse in Tyler and May 14th at the Humble Convention Center in Humble.

You can catch fish unless the fly is in the water.  See at the May 6th meeting.

Jimmy Lee

______________________________

FLY LINES
From the V-Prez

Not much to report from this lofty position
in the PWFF. I have checked the P.O.
Box and report there has been no mail
during my tenure. However, I have
attempted fishing a few times - but not
much luck. Even fishing that renowned fly
fishing guide on Toledo Bend, Bill Heugel.

While the fishing was tough - the scenery was beautiful. So
not much to report.

Hugh Bell



FLY TYING

Let the Contest Begin!

The winners for last year have been announced and it's time to start again. The
fly tying contest begins at the May meeting and may the best tyers win. This
month's contest is a traditional dry fly. The only limitation is that it must be one
that is found in a book. Think Hendrickson, Adams, Wulff, or any one of the
hundreds (thousands?) patterns available. Tie up your best example and bring it
to the May meeting.

For those of you that have been bitten by the tying bug, the June contest will be
ants. So once again drag out the vise and tie up your favorite pattern of ant for
June.

CONSERVATION

CONSERVATION IN THE PWFF
By Ken Baker

I have covered several things concerning conservation. Most of these things are long standing concerns
of sportsmen. The buildup of moss and Hydrilla, fish kills from several different sources, water
pollution, etc.
There is concern and new laws prohibiting riding ATV'S across rivers and creeks. For this item I am just
going to remind you to do what you can to control and prevent these problems.
I want to comment on some other things. One is the upcoming forest awareness week at Hudson on May
15 & 16. As of now, Jay Renken, Royce Feaster and myself will be manning a station for the two days.
We will be tying flies and offering casting demonstrations. It is not real demanding as these are school
kids, junior high, I think, but time consuming, and I might add rewarding. If you can come any part of
those two days, we would appreciate the help. If you come during lunch, bring a sack lunch. Usually
there are a lot of questions asked from the kids, such as where do the orange chickens that we get the
orange feathers come from, can you catch a big fish on a fly rod, and of course the classic, "will fly line
break." I guarantee you will enjoy the time spent. Bring your fly rod as we are also able to fish in the
Texas Forest Service Lake before and after the tours. Other details will be presented at the May meeting.
Some have been able to fish even with all the wind. If you haven't been able to go, like me, things are
going to get better.
Be sure and bring a fly to the meetings for our door prize drawings. I have been trying to bring several
of my own so we can have at least 3 drawings. If you can bring more than 1, it will add to the fun. If you
can't bring a fly be sure to bring a dollar.
Also don't forget your Dry Fly for our contest.
The meeting and programs have been great. Be sure to come this month. See you there.
Someone asked why I quit saying, "A bad day fishing beats a good day working", so there you have it.



TRIP REPORTS

Lake Fork Fishing

Bill Heugel and Hugh Bell went to Lake Fork for guided trip with Brian Gamble. As Hugh said to Bill,
"Think we could have a little more wind". Yes, the night before and front blew through and winds were
15 - 20 mph. (Last year Bill and Hugh made the same trip - and yes, the same weather.
However, Brian is a very capable guide, found the lee side of this shore and that shore to make the
fishing O.K. considering the conditions. He stated the best bites had been taking place later in the day,
but that didn't stop us from forging forward about 7:30 a.m. till 1 p.m. which produced only two strikes
and one fish on the boat. Bill is still perfecting the Heugel Long Line release, so his fish didn't even
know the color of the boat. All went in for lunch at Oakridge Marina and back on the lake at another
location for the afternoon. Bill was using Brian's DSR fly (or whatever the name of it) which was sub-
surface and Hugh with popper. After while Hugh changed to another fly Brian tied which he called a
crappie imitation - sub surface. Brian had spotted a nesting female and so we began to take shots at her.
Hugh hooked her up - and
then used Heugel's long line
release (he lost it). Nice fish.
So to leave the nest alone,
they went around the corner
and Hugh cast next to the
shore. About the time Brian
spotted the hit, Hugh had set
the hook which produced a
nice approximate 4 pounder.
Back to the previous spot and
Bill case a few times, got her
to bite and off to the races -
for another long line release.
Fishing was spotty after that
till evening - 6 p.m. on till
dark. Saw lots of fishing
working, Had a number of
hook ups and Hugh got 3
more to the boat, bill still working on long line release. Both had a good time, learned a few more things
and say - go fish with Brian - your arm will be worn out.



TRIP REPORTS

Testing the Water
By Royce Feaster

Jay Renken accepted an invitation to go fishing at Lake Nacogdoches with me Tuesday the 14th. It was
to test the fishing there and to make sure my boat would run. I am sure glad Jay came along. The engine
started missing as we left the east boat ramp and then quit about 100 yards out. It would start and run on
less than the 4 cylinders while out of gear. Jay took the cover off, laid on his healing hands, chanted the
correct chant and it started firing on all 4 cylinders. We let it idle a couple of minutes, put the cover back
on it, and took off. It didn’t miss another lick all day. Dr. Jay had done it again! The next day I put in 4
new spark plugs, just in case.
The fishing wasn’t easy. The water was muddy and choppy. The wind blew. We did manage to find
enough water clear enough to see down about 6 inches. And we found this water in slightly sheltered
areas so we could cast without too much difficulty. It was a fun day. We caught 15 or 16 fish. Jay caught
a 10 inch bass. The rest were small bream. It was a mixed bag including at least one pumpkin seed, one
shellcracker, and assorted others. We left the lake at 1:15 p.m. Hopefully, in about two weeks the fishing
conditions will have improved to our liking.
I guess I will need to apologize to Baker for using his ending to his articles, but remember: A bad day
fishing is better than a good day working. So, keep your lines tight.

________________________________

A Fish Tale
By Buddy Price

With the weather finally turning clear, I spent a late Sunday afternoon fishing one of the small lakes near
where I live. I had the five weight rod and was fishing a Guadalupe Black (the same as a Guadalupe
Green but tied with black marabou) for bream and maybe an occasional bass. The fishing was good with
several nice bream taken - large enough that I could hold them by the lip to remove the hook. Even a
couple of small bass volunteered for the afternoon activities. On one cast I hooked what felt like a stick
on the bottom but was moving and fighting a bit. The turtle was hooked right in the top lip and was
happy to escape without the fly. Thank heavens for the pair of hemostats I carry! About ten minutes
later, I spotted something swimming along the opposite bank in a narrow part of the lake and made a
cast in that direction. Once again I thought I had hung up on the bottom, but again it was moving. But
this time it was pulling much harder than before. I quickly realized that I had hooked one of the several
grass carp that inhabit the lake! I was a bit concerned about the 5 weight rod and the 2X tippet so I pretty
much let him go wherever it wanted. Besides, what choice did I have anyway? After about ten minutes
of each of us pulling, the fish came in willingly. I had hooked him cleanly in the mouth - he had taken
the fly. I estimate it was about 15-20 pounds and was about 30-36 inches long. I'm not sure who was
more surprised, me or the fish. That pretty much finished a very unusual day of fishing; one that I don't
expect to repeat and not sure that I would want to.



This Months Tie

Michael Verduin tied this damsel fly nymph at the PWFF Workshop
this March. Following are the steps to tie this fly. A video will be
available in the club library for more details on tying.

Step 1. On a swimming nymph hook, tie some bead chain eyes close
to the eye of the hook. Wrap the thread back to the tailing point.

Step 2. Tie in a tail of hackle,
squirrel, or other tailing material.
The example here is tied with olive
hen hackle.

Step 3. Dub a thin body of ram's
wool up to the top of the bend. The
damsel fly nymph has a very
narrow body so dub lightly.

Step 4. Take a hen hackle and
stroke the barbs back and tie in at
the stopping point. This will form
the shell back for the nymph.

Step 5.  For the legs, take a figured
partridge hackle, stroke the
feathers forward, and tie in as
shown.

Step 6. Form a dubbing loop and
add a very bushy bunch of
dubbing to form the body. Wrap
this up to the eyes.

Step 7. Bring the 'legs' forward and
tie in behind the eyes.

Step 8. Bring the wing pad
forward and tie in behind the eyes
and then in front of the eyes. Whip
finish and apply head cement to
the wing pad and head.



BOOK REVIEW

Advanced Fly Tying by A.K. Best

The subtitle of this book is "The proven Methods and Techniques of a Master Professional Fly Tyer"
and is very descriptive. Although the book is aimed at the person who ties small trout flies, there are a
lot of hints and tips to anyone who is a tyer. I was a bit concerned when I bought it that it would be too
advanced for me, but there is something for everyone. The chapter on Hand Position (yes a whole
chapter!) is very useful for the beginner. The chapter on Saving Time will help the more advance tyer.
His methods for winging flies is different from what many traditional books suggest, but is very easy to
learn and, I think, a little easier to use and gets the wing in the correct position more easily. He also
provides good lessons on tying quill bodied flies. I found the reading to be both informative and
entertaining at the same time so the reading was quite easy, although I did find myself reviewing some
of the sections a couple of times to make sure I understood the techniques. If you're looking for a good
technical book on tying to add to your library, I recommend this one.

Buddy Price

The reel is either simple, with a  large drum or central barrel, or
otherwise. The multiplier is mde with a series of wheels, which are
intended to give out and take in the line more rapidly than the simple
machine. In this desirable point, I am satisfied that the object is
attained much more completely by the simple large drum; for though
the multiplier is very pretty in theory, yet in practice  it is constantly
failing in its powers when tested by a storng fish. Besides this, the
large drum actually gives out line much faster than the multiplier,
and has therefore that point in its favor; while in taking it in, he must
be a bungler indeed who cannot wind the winch or handle rappidly
enough to do all which he wishes to effect…

Frank Forester's Complete Manual for Young Sportsmen



Calendar

May 4 PWFF Meeting, 7 pm at Lufkin Mall

16-17 Southeastern Conclave, Gulf Shores

17 Bud Priddy One Fly on Nueces River

June 3 PWFF Meeting, 7pm at Lufkin Mall

7 Tag Team Tournament,

July 1 PWFF Meeting, 7pm at Lufkin Mall

REMEMBER

MARK YOUR CALENDER FOR OUR CLUB MEETINGS ON THE FIRST

TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH , 7:00 P.M. IN THE LUFKIN ROOM

AT LUFKIN MALL.

PINEYWOODS FLY FISHERS
INFO

The Pineywoods Fly
Fishers monthly

newsletter needs your
help. Otherwise we’l l  run
out of material  to print.

Please send your articles,
photos, and any other

material  that might be of
interest to other members
to the editor, Buddy Price
(email bprice@lcc.net)  If

you don’t have email ,
send it by fax to (936)

633-1429 or by snail  mail
to 103 Suntory Way,

Lufkin, TX  75901. I can
scan photos for use in the

newsletter and return
them to you.

All  art icles,  photographs,
and newsworthy events
are appreciated. If you
know of any upcoming

events by other clubs or
organizations that our
members would l ike to

know about, send it  in so
we can be kept informed.

Information for articles
should be submitted no

later than the 25 t h  of each
month, preferably earl ier

than that.

WEBSITE INFO

The Pineywoods Fly
Fishers OnLine is located

at
http://home.sprynet.com/~wal

termc/.
Come visit us there!

PPIINNEEYYWWOOOODDSS  FFLLYY  FFIISSHHEERRSS  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP

You are invited to join the Pineywoods Fly Fishers. Attend one of our
meetings or you can mail this application to Pineywoods Fly Fishers, P.O.
Box 153651, Lufkin, TX 75915-3651. Dues are $15.00 per year for members
who get the newsletter by email; $20.00 per year for mailed newsletters; and
$10.00 per year for students.

NAME  _____________________________________________
ADDRESS  _____________________________________________

______________________________________________
PHONE ________________ EMAIL _______________________

PWFF is affiliated with the national Federation of Fly Fishers. Membership in the FFF is
encouraged and benefits the club but is not required.


